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Pilcher Park: Past &
 Present

Pilcher Park is a land rich in history.  O
ur 

school-age visitors look at us w
ide-eyed, barely 

believing that this land w
as once hom

e to a 
large Potaw

atom
i N

ative A
m

erican cam
p.  By 

1829, w
hen the �rst settlers arrived near Joliet, 

the Potaw
atom

i's cam
p extended from

 the Trail 
that is now

 G
ougar Road w

est to the edge of 
the forest, and from

 H
ickory Creek on the south 

nearly to Route 6 on the north.  Visit the 
Potaw

atom
i N

ative A
m

erican burial m
ound 

near Birdhaven Park on G
ougar and take a trip 

back in tim
e.

D
uring the late 1800s, the land that w

ould be 
Pilcher Park w

as ow
ned by tw

o in�uential 
fam

ilies in Joliet.  H
arlow

 N
. H

iginbotham
, a 

M
arshall 

Field 
Com

pany 
executive 

and 
president 

of 
the 

Chicago W
orld's 

Fair 
and 

Colum
bian Exposition, purchased this land in 

1890.  H
e planted m

any trees, im
proved roads, 

and built bridges throughout his "arboretum
".  

Robert and N
ora Pilcher later bought these 320 

acres from
 the H

iginbotham
s, donating the 

land to the City of Joliet on July 27, 1920.  W
e 

honor M
r. Pilcher's request still, "that the land 

be left in its w
ild and natural state except for 

necessary 
im

provem
ents." 

 
H

is 
vision 

w
as 

ahead of his tim
e and is the foundation of our 

m
ission at Pilcher Park N

ature Center.  

Bird H
aven G

reenhouse

The Bird H
aven G

reenhouse and Conservatory, 
a historic exam

ple of Italian Renaissance-style 
architecture, w

as built in the early 1900s.  The 
G

reenhouse hosts �ow
er show

s in w
inter and 

spring, and its cacti and tropical room
s are 

open year-round to the public. They host a 
poinsettia 

sale 
on 

the 
�rst 

w
eekend 

of 
D

ecem
ber and a plant sale on the �rst w

eekend 
of M

ay. The grounds are m
agni�cent in the 

sum
m

er, 
inviting 

hum
m

ingbirds 
and 

butter�ies 
to 

dance 
from

 
�ow

er 
to 

�ow
er in search of a sugary snack.  

M
any visitors know

 som
eone w

ho 
has 

exchanged 
w

edding 
vow

s 
indoors on the bridge or outside in 
the 

garden 
gazebo. 

 
Call 

the 
G

reenhouse 
for 

inform
ation 

on 
�ow

er 
show

 
dates, 

tim
es, 

and 
w

edding 
reservation 

inform
ation 

815.741.7278.

Pilcher Park N
ature Center

Located at the w
estern edge of Pilcher Park is our 

log 
cabin 

N
ature 

Center, 
w

here 
you 

can 
visit 

anim
als, enjoy exhibits, and m

eet our friendly sta�.  
The N

ature Center teaches thousands of students 
every year about the w

onders of their environm
ent.  

Thousands of  parents and grandparents bring their 
children in to see the free exhibits each year.

Check out our current program
 listings at the 

N
ature Center or in the Joliet Park D

istrict Program
 

Catalog to �nd a fun and educational fam
ily 

cam
p�re, 

pond 
study, 

or 
m

aple 
syrup 

breakfast.  Book your school group or 
scout 

troop 
�eld 

trip 
at 

the 
N

ature 
Center 

for 
an 

unforgettable 
outdoor 

experience close to hom
e!  Call for m

ore 
inform

ation: 
 

815.741.7277 
or 

visit 
jolietpark.org.

Barber &
 O

berw
ortm

ann H
orticultural Center

A
djacent to the G

reenhouse you w
ill �nd the A

ndrew
 B. Barber and Clarence D

. O
berw

ortm
ann 

H
orticultural Center.  The m

ultipurpose room
 hosts a variety of functions from

 w
edding receptions to 

business m
eetings to school �eld trips.  The H

orticultural Center, w
ith its private setting, covered patio, and 

adjacent greenhouse m
ake it a perfect facility for your next group gathering…

call 815.741.7278 for m
ore 

inform
ation.

Pilcher Park: A
 N

ature Preserve

In June of 2017, Pilcher Park becam
e an Illinois N

ature Preserve, w
hich helps protect the high-quality forest. Pilcher Park is one of the rem

aining forests in the 
Chicago region and in the state of Illinois. Joliet Park D

istrict retains ow
nership of the park, but the Illinois N

ature Preserves Com
m

ission and the Illinois 
D

epartm
ent of N

atural Resources oversee the protection and stew
ardship of its natural features. A

fter retaining the Illinois N
ature Preserve status, several rules 

and guidelines for park use have changed. A
 few

 of them
 are listed here:  leashed dogs are w

elcom
e, stay on designated trails w

hile hiking, no dum
ping of trash 

or yard w
aste, and no rem

oval of plants, fungi, or anim
als from

 the park. For a com
plete list of rules, please visit jolietpark.org. Thank you for your cooperation in 

follow
ing the rules and keeping Pilcher Park’s status m

aintained.



M
eadow

M
eadow

Close-up of
N

ature Center A
rea

Trail Colors &
 Sym

bols*

A
rtesian Trail: level rustic trail betw

een Flow
ing W

ell &
 

N
ature Center, long hike

H
oberg Trail: lim

estone trail, m
edium

 hike

Trail N
am

e &
 D

escription**

Purple

Yellow

G
reen

Red

Blue

Light G
reen

Brow
n

Pink

Lavender

Light Blue

O
uter Loop: paved or lim

estone loop trail, long hike, hills

Valley Road Loop: lim
estone loop trail, long hike, hills

Blu� Trail: rustic loop trail, m
edium

 hike, hills

Pilcher Interpretive Trail: paved trail betw
een G

reenhouse 
&

 N
ature Center, long hike

Sensory Trail: paved trail, short hike

W
alk-in-the-W

oods: level rustic loop trail, short hike

Trail of the O
aks: level rustic loop trail, m

edium
 hike

H
um

m
ingbird Lane: level rustic trail betw

een G
reenhouse 

&
 N

ature Center, long hike

W
ild�ow

er W
alk: level rustic loop trail starting &

 ending 
at G

reenhouse, m
edium

 hike

*sym
bols are painted the follow

ing colors on trail signs

**loops start &
 end at N

ature Center unless noted
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